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Who we are

• GRI is an independent, international organization providing 
the global common language for corporate transparency

• We help businesses and other organizations understand 
and communicate their sustainability impacts

• We provide the GRI Standards, the world’s most widely 
adopted sustainability reporting framework – which is freely 
available as a public good

• GRI is a not-for-profit organization, and our activities are funded 
by services we deliver and by governmental and other funders 
that support our work
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We operate through a robust multi-
stakeholder approach, ensuring 
participation and expertise of diverse 
stakeholders in the development of the 
GRI Standards.

The GRI Standards represent global 
best practice for reporting sustainability 
performance – enhancing the 
comparability and quality of 
information.

Our approach

Labor organizations

Mediating institutions

Civil society

Business enterprises

Investment institutions
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• A modular system of three series: 
Universal Standards, Sector 
Standards and Topic Standards

• There are 32 Topic Standards and 
a growing range of Sector 
Standards

• An organization selects the 
Standards for reporting based on 
their material topics

• The GRI Standards are freely 
available, in English plus 10 
translations. 

The GRI Standards

Apply all three 
Universal Standards 

to your reporting

Use the Standard(s) 
that apply to your 

sectors

Select the Standards 
to report on your 
material topics

The GRI Standards
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Our reach in 
numbers

training partners in over 
50 countries offer GRI 
Certified Training

100+ 

700,000+
unique downloads of the 
GRI Standards in 2024

450+ 
organizations from 85 
countries are members 
of the GRI Community

128
countries with national or 
jurisdictional policies that 
reference the GRI Standards

77%
of the world’s largest 
250 companies report 
with GRI

90%
of major companies that 
report on sustainability 
use the GRI Standards

1,500+
GRI Certified 
Sustainability 
Professionals 

100+
GRI Licensed 
Software & Tools 
partner companies

10,000+
learners from 150 
countries have completed 
GRI Academy courses 

10
language translations 
of the GRI Standards 
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1 2

3 4

GRI influencing global policies
261 national or jurisdictional policies that apply in 128 countries that 
reference or require the GRI Standards for reporting

Governments 
(governmental department, 
agency)

Stock Exchanges & Financial 
Market Regulators only

Both
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The GRI Standards in the reporting landscape
Often known synonymously as sustainability disclosures

Financial materiality

Financial reporting
Information about the reporting 
entity’s assets, liabilities, equity, 

income, and expenses

IFRS

Sustainability disclosures for the 
financial markets

Reporting on sustainability topics 
that are material for enterprise 

value creation

Sustainability-related financial risks 
and opportunities

Impact materiality

Sustainability reporting
Information about an 

organization’s most significant 
impacts on the economy, 
environment, and people

US GAAP

ISSB

European Sustainability Reporting Standards

GSSB
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• GRI taxonomy capturing all the GRI standards and reporting requirements:

o Universal and Topic Standards
o Sector Standards
o In accordance and with reference reporting
o Materiality Assessment
o Disclosure of omissions

Introducing the GRI Sustainability Taxonomy
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The development process

Team created 
and work 
begins – 

November 2023

Public 
consultation on 
the draft GRI 
Sustainability 

Taxonomy - 11 
July to 11 

August 2024. 

Revisions and 
updates – 

August 2024 – 
January 2025

Implementation 
of business 

rules – 
February – April 

2025

Release of the 
GRI 

Sustainability 
Taxonomy - 
June 2025.

Pilots with 
users – Q2 

2025
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Digital first: Enable 
organizations to issue 

sustainability reports in a 
digital format.

Data access: Data can be 
quickly and easily utilized 

for research and 
comparison with existing 

sustainability information.

Automatic 
validation: Ensures 

sustainability reports are 
submitted in ‘accordance 
with’ or ‘with reference to’ 

the GRI Standards.

Opportunities for 
interoperability: Facilitates 
using the same data across 
various reporting standards 

in the future.

Direct filing with 
GRI: Organizations can 

submit XBRL reports via our 
portal or using a dedicated 

webform. 

Integration and testing for 
tool developers: allows GRI 
software partners to integrate 
the Taxonomy into reporting 

tools.

Benefits to users
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The final taxonomy- Consolidated Datapoints
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The final taxonomy- Data Model
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Introduction to the GRI Sustainability Taxonomy

Full list of data points in the GRI Sustainability Taxonomy

Examples of tagged GRI disclosures 

Questions and Answers.

Draft GRI Sustainability Taxonomy (.zip file)

Draft GRI Sustainability Taxonomy (.excel file)

GRI Sustainability Taxonomy Architecture and Implementation Guide (.doc)

Documentation available at launch 
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Upcoming tools for users
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• Report registration for filing digital GRI reports.

• API connector for software vendors and others to facilitate filing.

• Submission subject to validation and approval by a registered checker.

Upcoming filing tools - GRI filing portal
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• Allows manual entry of GRI data.

• Once completed, the report can be exported in XBRL, iXBRL or Excel.

• Expected to be useful for organizations reporting only a limited number of disclosures or 
with reference to the GRI Standards.

• Also subject to validation and approval by a registered checker.

Upcoming filing tools - Webform
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Homepage
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Navigating to Report Filing Page
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Upload Filing Tab
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Webform Submission Tab
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Filing Page- Level of Accordance and Sector Standards
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Omissions at Datapoint Level

©GRI 2025



Omissions at Disclosure Level
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Validation Summary Report
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Downloading Filled in Reports- XBRL, iXBRL and Excel
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Extensible. Interoperabilty Translations. Work with 
regulators. 

Data 
exploration

Longer term development
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Our new taxonomy will provide significant benefits and is a key part of our strategic 
aims.

GRI is strongly committed to enabling digital sustainability reporting.

Digital reporting brings huge benefits to preparers and data users. 

GRI is a key part of the global sustainability reporting ecosystem. 

Conclusion 
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If you have further questions, or to find out more about the GRI Sustainability Taxonomy, 
please contact: 

Horner@globalreporting.org

or

DigitalReporting@GlobalReporting.org 

Thank you.
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