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The European Committee of Central Balance Sheet Data Offices (ECCBSO) is a consultative body created in 
1987 by a group of European National Central Banks managing Central Balance Sheet Data Offices.

Statistics

Economic analysis

Risk assessment

Individual Annual Accounts

Consolidated Annual 
Accounts

Direct Contact (Companies)

Data received from Banks

Sources: Official Registers

BACH WG

ERICA WG

WGRA

FSA WG

EXPERIENCE USING 
ACCOUNTING DATA 

COMMON TOOL
DIFFERENT GOALS, 
QUESTIONNAIRES & 
APPROACHES

4 WORKING GROUPS
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The European Records of IFRS Consolidated Accounts (ERICA) is a database of aggregated and harmonized 
accounting data of non-financial listed groups, based on IFRS accounting standards.

8 COUNTRIES

PERIOD COVERED

2005-2023(*):

- 3 Size Classes

- Business Sectors

SAMPLE

1,000 Groups yearly

Coverage is 95%, 
based on Turnover

Financial & 
Sustainability Data

(*) The data of a specific year N are usually made available in February N+2 altogether

WHAT IS ERICA?

© GeoNames, Microsoft, Open Places, OpenStreetMap, TomTom
Con tecnología de Bing
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ERICA PLAYING ROLE IN STATISTICS

From Raw Data 
to Statistics

• Raw data collected and 
processed

• ERICA can offer summary 
statistics and complex measures

From Financial
Statistics to 

Analysis

• ERICA database is an “Asset” 
in the economic cycle

• ERICA is used in economic 
and risk assessment analysis

From
Environmental

Statistics to
Analysis

• ERICA has a strong 
potential to add value in 
Environmental Statistics

From Statistics 
to Users

1

2

3 4

SUPPLY SIDE DEMAND SIDE
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European Groups Profiling
High coverage. Harmonized & comparable data

High quality statistics of consolidated non-
financial listed groups in the EU

Use for statistics, financial stability, research
and economic analysis & risk assessment

Cross country comparison

Analysis of European consolidated non-
financial listed groups Sustainable finance

ERICA database fairly reproduces the population of 
non-financial listed groups in each European country
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WHAT IS ESEF?

ESEF is a electronic 
format established by 

the European 
Securities and 

Markets Authority 
(ESMA) for the 
presentation of 
annual financial 
reports of listed 

companies in the EU.

TARGET

To improve the accessibility, transparency, and comparability of
financial reports

TAXONOMY

A set of labels and structures that allow the classification and
presentation of financial information in a standardized manner

COMPONENTS OF THE TAXONOMY

•Elements: Definitions of financial and non-financial data.

• Relationships: How these elements are connected and 
structured.
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ESEF MIGHT IMPROVE COLLECTION PROCESS

PROGRESSIVE 

GAIN OF 

EFFICIENCY IN 

THE COLLECTION 

PROCESS BUT….

NEED FOR 

MAPPING 

FLEXIBLE 

ELEMENTS TO A 

CLOSED FORMAT 

BECAUSE IT IS ….

ESEF is not an XBRL 
tag closed list 
(extensions and 
anchoring)

There are options 
to choose by 
reporting 
companies

A must for 
statistical and 
research purposes

Convenient for 
supervisor and risk 
analysis
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ESEF ANALYSIS
PROS CONS
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WHY ESEF IS AN OPPORTUNITY?
ERICA FORMAT
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XBRL

XBRL

XBRL

XBRL

XBRL

XBRL

ERICA
Automatic ?

WHY ESEF IS AN OPPORTUNITY?
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• Collaboration between XBRL Spain, Eurofiling, ERICA WG and Banco 
de España for the benefit of ERICA WG

• Development of an ESEF-ERICA Mapper

WHY ESEF IS AN OPPORTUNITY?
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RATIONALE OF A ESEF-ERICA MAPPER

To harmonize and make possible the comparison of the publicly available
financial statements of European non-financial listed groups in ESEF format

1

Using a standard European common format: ERICA2

It includes mapping decisions (from ESEF XBRL tags to the ERICA format)
derived from the experience of the use of consolidated accounts by members
of the ERICA WG

3
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ERICA. STEPS TAKEN

FINANCIAL
STATEMENTS

FORMAT

ESEF - ERICA
MAPPER

WHAT HAS THE ERICA WG DONE?

ERICA EXPERTS EUROFILING FOUNDATION 
& XBRL SPAIN
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ERICA FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FORMAT

Harmonized and Electronic Format is a MUST

ERICA format is the Core Information1

Accounting information of a company, in a specific
period and from a specific source

2

ERICA format composed of key codes (data)3

Validation checks to have data of high quality4

Consistency analysis to detect possible mistakes5
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COLLECTION OF ERICA DATA

Publication of IFRS 
reports in 

XBRL/pdf format

Data 
entry

System for 
Integrated
Checking 

(Banco de España
web application)

ERICA 
Database

 Risks 
Typing errors

Consistency errors
Misinterpretation of content

Mitigation of risks to some
extent but consistency errors

and misinterpretation of 
content remain
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TARGETS

MAXIMUM AUTOMATIC FILL 
IN ERICA ELEMENTS FROM 
THE ESEF TAXONOMY

ALLOW FINE TUNNING:

1) Reduce the workload

2) Learning curve how 
taxonomy is being used
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FROM A SINGLE FORMAT (ESEF) TO A HARMONIZED FORMAT (ERICA)

ERICA FORMAT (BALANCE SHEET ASSETS SIDE)BALANCE SHEET FROM COMPANY ANNUAL REPORT

ESEF-ERICA MAPPER
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ERICA ELEMENTSESEF TAXONOMY

Mapping
Tool

There are more 
than 3.000 
thousand ESEF 
Elements.

ESEF-ERICA MAPPER
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Available for download in Openfiling: http://www.openfiling.info/esef/

ESEF-ERICA MAPPER
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POWERFUL REPOSITORY FOR ANALYTICAL PURPOSES

TOPIC CURRENT

IDENTIFICATION OF MOST 
FREQUENTLY USED  ESEF 

ELEMENTS

OTHER POTENTIAL USERS

Less time consumption to collect data in 
ERICA Format

STABILITY IN TIME OF 
TAXONOMY ELEMENTS FOR 

ANNUAL REPORTS

Increase in efficiency

Previous Internal Mapping 
+ minor adjustments

1

2

3

FUTURE 

Increased usefulness for statistics

Common practices (sector / auditor)

Academic, professional institutions
Enhancement of Financial Statement Analysis 

through Digital Reporting

Synergies for update on Taxonomy

Synergies for internal ESEF-ERICA mapping
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Contact details:

Alfredo Maldonado García-Verdugo

ERICA Working Group Chairperson

Corporate Groups and Studies. Head of Unit.
Central Balance Sheet Data Office Division
Statistics Department 
Banco de España

Tel. +34 608 586 576

alfredo.maldonado@bde.es
www.bde.es

mailto:alfredo.maldonado@bde.es
http://www.bde.es/
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SCOPE OF THE EXERCISE

Differences between the data reported after applying the mapping in the 
ERICA format and the result offered by the breakdown for that part of the 

financial statement in the ESEF-mapping validator

112 groups reported

(years t and t-1)Years: 2022-2023

ANNEX
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(*) Draft data. A higher reported number indicates a more negative impact
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

ERICA website (free account required)
https://www.bach.banque-

france.fr/?lang=en

ECCBSO website
https://www.eccbso.org/wba/publica

tions
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